Dear M. M nsky:

Thank you for your presentation during the public neeting
of the M ssissippi River Comm ssion held in Mayersville,
M ssi ssi ppi, on August 20, 2003. In your statenent you
di scussed progress on the M ssissippi River Levee enl argenent
program as wel|l as mai ntenance gravel and | evee slide repairs.
You requested support and endorsenent for the Tensas Basin
feasibility phase study. You also expressed concern over the
adm nistration’s plans to outsource certain activities within
t he Cor ps.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engi neers appreciates your
assistance in the briefings and site visit for Congressman David
Hobson, the Chairman of the Subconmm ttee on Energy and Water.
This was instrunmental in helping present the on-the-ground
condi tion of our projects.

The Corps is pleased with the progress being nade on the
M ssi ssi ppi River Levees project. Construction of itens in East
Carroll Parish has been conpl eted and work has noved south into
Madi son Parish. Design work is proceeding on several itens in
Concordia Parish, near Vidalia, Louisiana. Construction of
Itens 461-R 457-R, and 453-R began this sumer. Itens 480-R
and 485-R are essentially conplete, except for turfing. Several
items are scheduled for award in Fiscal Year 2004.

The Conm ssion appreciates the support of the Fifth
Loui siana Levee District as you continue to express to the
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Loui si ana Congressi onal del egation the need for adequate Federal
funding to continue | evee construction. 1In addition, we
recogni ze the State of Louisiana as they continue to fund the
Fifth Loui siana Levee Board in purchasing the necessary rights-
of -way to continue | evee construction. W continue to work with
the Levee District, the Louisiana Departnent of Transportation
and Devel opnent, police juries, and other state and Federal
officials to work out problens as they arise so the M ssissipp
Ri ver Levee enl argenent program can advance as rapidly as
possi bl e.

The Comm ssion understands that repair of |levee slides is
critical to nmaintain the integrity of the M ssissippl R ver



Levee system The Vicksburg District conducted an inspection of
the levee this past spring in the locations where slides in your
District were noted. Slide repairs began in May and we
anticipate that all slides should be repaired by this Decenber.
O those slides specifically noted in your statenent, repairs
shoul d begin this nonth.

The Corps recogni zes your desire to provide additiona
fl ood protection, water supply, and environnental restoration to
the Tensas Basin Area. A reconnaissance study was initiated in
Fi scal Year 2002 and is schedul ed for conpletion in Decenber
2003.

The President has directed all Federal agencies to open as
many conmercially avail able services to conpetition as possible
as part of his Presidential Managenent Agenda to assure the best
value to the taxpayer. The requirenent is to conpete the
function, not necessarily to outsource, unless that provides the
best value. 1In conpetitions to date, the Federal agency has won
the majority of the tinme. In inplenenting this program the
Cor ps has been sensitive to the needs of its mssions, including
the need to maintain a high | evel of technical expertise. The
Cor ps depends on contractors to execute nuch of its work under
the oversight of its engineers and scientists. Under the
current plan to open certain functions to conmercia
conpetition, core expertise has been specifically exenpted from
conpetition.

The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your coments and w | |
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er Ceneral, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



